
 

TRADITION NINE 

 "N.A. as such ought never be organized; but we 
may create service boards or committees directly 

responsible to those they serve." 
 
 This Tradition defines the way our Fellowship 
functions. We must first understand what N.A. is. 
Narcotics Anonymous is addicts who have the 
desire to stop using, and have joined together to do 
so. Our meetings are a gathering of members for 
the purpose of staying clean and carrying the 
message of recovery.Our Steps and Traditions are 
set down in a specific order. They are numbered, 
not random and unstructured. They are organized, 
but this is not the type of organization referred to in 
the Ninth Tradition. For the purpose of this 
Tradition, "organized" means having management 
and control. On this basis, the meaning of Tradition 
Nine is clear. Without this Tradition, our Fellowship 
would be in opposition to spiritual principles. A 
loving God as He may express Himself in our group 
conscience is our ultimate authority. The Ninth 
Tradition goes on to define the nature of the things 
that we can do to help N.A. It says that we may 
create service boards or committees to serve the 
needs of the Fellowship. None of them has the 
power to rule, censor, decide, or dictate. They exist 
solely to serve the Fellowship, but they are not a 
part of Narcotics Anonymous. This is the nature of 
our service structure as it has evolved and been 
defined in the N.A. service manual. 

-Tradition Nine – Basic Text 

In our White Booklet, we read that "NA is a 
nonprofit fellowship or society of men and women 
for whom drugs had become a major problem. We 
are recovering addicts who meet regularly to help 
each other stay clean." This is NA, as such-a simple 
fellowship using a nonprofessional, addict-to-addict 
approach to the disease of addiction. We are a 
fellowship. not a lobbying organization or a medical 
service or a chain of treatment facilities. We are 
nonprofessional. We have no rules, no fees, no 
governing bodies, and only one membership 
requirement: a desire to stop using. Our primary 
purpose is, quite simply, to carry the message. 
These are some of the traditional standards by 
which our groups may guide themselves, and our 
ultimate guiding authority is a Higher Power as it 
finds expression in the conscience of our members. 
That's NA, as such, as we understand it. Our groups 
work as well as they do because they keep it simple, 
lest anything get in the way of carrying our message 
as simply and directly as possible, one addict to 

another. 
Yet for all its emphasis on keeping things simple. 
Tradition Nine is not an excuse for dis-organized service 
work: instead, it recognizes that our fellowship does 
require a certain degree of organization to fulfill its 
primary purpose. Rather than recommend that NA 
groups themselves become organized, the Ninth 
Tradition suggests that groups organize separate boards 
and committees to serve their needs. Just as we are 
nonprofessional but may hire professionals to help us, 
so we are not organized but may organize boards or 
committees to serve us. This arrangement ensures that 
NA, as such, maintains its uncluttered, direct approach 
to recovery while assuring our ability to fulfill service 
tasks requiring a certain amount of organization. 
Okay, so we may create service boards or committees. 
Now we must ask ourselves, why would we want to 
create such things? What are the needs these boards 
and committees would fulfill? To answer this question, 
let's look at how an NA group evolves, as we did when 
considering the Seventh Tradition. In the beginning an 
area's first NA group only needs to gather its members 
together so they can help one another stay clean and 
carry their message to other addicts. As the group 
grows, it begins taking care of a variety of business 
related to its meetings, trying to ensure that the 
message is carried as effectively as possible. To maintain 
the focus of its recovery meetings, the group usually 
conducts its business meeting separately, keeping NA, 
as such, as simple as possible. As the group grows even 
larger, it often sprouts new groups. To maintain some of 
the unity and Tradition Nine 191 camaraderie that 
existed when there was only one group in the area, 
these groups elect representatives who meet 
periodically. These representatives share information 
with one another about how their individual groups are 
doing and help one another find solutions to problems 
one group or another may be having. From time to time, 
they may even organize a joint recovery meeting or 
social activity, gathering the entire NA community 
together. 
Sooner or later, the groups realize the potential they 
have in this committee of representatives. Through this 
committee, the groups can combine their guidance and 
resources so that each of them can function more 
effectively and all, together, can carry the message 
farther. The groups may ask their committee to buy bulk 
supplies of literature, making it easier for each group to 
procure NA books and pamphlets. The groups might ask 
their committee to compile a directory for distribution 
at meetings throughout the area, making it easier for 
addicts to find out where NA meetings are being held. 
The groups may ask that public information, hospitals 
and institutions, and phoneline programs be set up, 
letting still*suffering addicts who might not hear of NA 
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AREA NEWS!!  

Area Service Positions 
OPEN for Nomination!!!!!! 

RCMA & Activities 

 
Home Group Celebrations: 
Lose the Desire will be 
celebrating 15 years of 
carrying the message. Join in 
the fun on Sat. Sept. 27

th
 at 

noon until 3:00p.m. 
 
Sweet Surrender’s annual 
‘Sweet September’ picnic is in 
the park on Sept. 27

th
 at 

Vissing Park in Jeffersonville, 
IN. 
 
Change: 
Wednesday Nite Hope that 
meets Wednesdays at 
Northside Christian on 
Charlestown Road in New 
Albany Indiana 7:30. Has been 
permanently moved to The 
Brick House in front of the 
church. We have a lot of new 
comers come help us carry the 
message. We need clean 
members. 
 
PI/Helpline subcommittee: 
 is in need of your support. We 
currently only have 2 women 
on the committee and are in 
need of more female 
volunteers to support the area. 
Give back what has so freely 
been given to you and serve 
your area helpline so that we 
can continue to carry the 
message that any addict can 



 

by word of mouth know of the fellowship's existence 
and increasing general awareness of Narcotics 
Anonymous. The point is, the development of these 
services is based squarely on the groups' needs. We 
create these boards and committees to serve us in 
fulfilling those needs. 
First, the groups define their needs: then, they create 
the boards and committees which will serve them. 
Once created, how do we assure that our service boards 
and committees will remain directly responsible to 
those they serve? We do this, first and foremost, 
through consistent communication. Through their 
representatives, groups communicate with the boards 
and committees serving them. The groups provide 
regular information about their condition and their 
activities. They communicate their concerns, their 
needs, their ideas, and their wishes. This information 
helps our boards and committees better understand 
and serve the needs of the groups. 
Communication is a two-way street. Groups share 
information and guidance with the boards and 
committees serving them. Then these boards and 
committees report back to the groups to which they are 
responsible, describing their operations, discussions, 
and plans. Responsible service boards and committees 
consult the groups in matters directly affecting them 
and seek direction from the groups in matters not 
already covered by existing policy. By maintaining 
regular two-way communication between 
NA groups and the boards and committees serving 
them, we create an atmosphere of responsibility that 
serves our fellowship and its primary purpose well. 
 

an·o·nym·i·ty --  [an-uh-nim-i-tee] 
–noun, plural -ties.  
1. the state or quality of being anonymous.   
2. an anonymous person: some fine poetry attributed to 
anonymities. 
 
a·non·y·mous -- [uh-non-uh-muhs] 
–adjective  
1. without any name acknowledged, as that of author, 
contributor, or the like: an anonymous letter to the 
editor; an anonymous donation.   
2. of unknown name; whose name is withheld: an 
anonymous author.   
3. lacking individuality, unique character, or distinction: 
an endless row of drab, anonymous houses.   
 

 

9
th

 Tradition Interview 
 

Chris:  Why is the 9
th

 Tradition so important to our groups and our service 
structure? 
Todd:  Because it’s all about N.A. as such. It allows us to set up our meetings 
to carry the message to the addict that still suffers. What it gives is the freedom 
to focus on personal recovery. It ultimately protects the Group Booklet. Meaning 
this; that at no time may the service structure make any decisions that would at 
any time compromise the groups’ ability to maintain an atmosphere of recovery. 
N.A. as such is never put into harms way. 
 
Chris:  How is the 9

th
 Tradition connected to the 2

nd
 and 5

th
 Traditions? 

Todd:  The 2
nd

 Tradition is all about following spiritual principles. The ultimate 
authority of N.A. is our literature and the god of our understanding. We are 
simply personalities that need to get out of the way for the greater good. As 
trusted servants we should be able to serve the ultimate authority without 
altering that authority. Our 5

th
 Tradition is nothing more than an extension of our 

12
th

 Step. How are we to make the message our primary purpose if we don’t 
have a message? If we as individuals cannot adhere to spiritual principles we 
affect N.A. as such. It takes N.A. as such to form the basis of our service 
structure.  The spiritual awakening that we receive through working and living 
the 12 Steps is what makes the program powerful. To deviate from that is a 
death sentence for addicts. 
 
Chris:  Do you believe that the 9

th
 Tradition is the foundation of our 12 

Concepts and if so how?  
Todd:  I believe that it’s one of three Traditions that gave rise to our service 
structure. Traditions 2, 5, and 9 gave us the foundation of our service structure. 
The 2

nd
, 5

th
, and 9

th
 Traditions gave us as trusted servants the very basic essence 

of what we’re being asked to accomplish. The 12 Traditions weren’t expansive 
enough to provide direction to a world wide fellowship. Point in case: areas, 
regions, zonal forums, and the WSC, as well as service subcommittees, don’t 
have autonomy. Without the 12 Concepts squarely in place, there is too much 
room for self will that would isolate the service structure from the fellowships’ 
direction. 
 
Chris:  How do we apply the principles in the 9

th
 Tradition? 

Todd:  We use them to remove our personal wants and desires so that we can 
effectively serve our literature. These principles of our fellowship, when applied, 
allow for accurate and descriptive reporting as well as frank and candid 
communication. It means that we are not suffering from an impaired condition, 
but rather a vehicle that the god of our understanding, as expressed throughout 
our literature, may use to carry a crystal clear N.A. message. 
 
Chris:  Is there anything else that you would like to add? 
Todd:  Yes, we as addicts are not placing enough emphasis on N.A. as such. 
Therefore, our services are not being carried out according to our manuals. We 
are not serving our Traditions, we are serving ourselves. The absence of learning 
days and workshops, to generate knowledge on our service structure, has left us 
with no well informed members to do the work in our service structure. We are 
not ever going to get the spiritual prosperity spoken of in our 12

th
 Tradition by 

picnicking, dancing, and eating cheese burgers. Many of our potential trusted 
servants are not getting the strong spiritual foundation that N.A. as such can 
provide because our groups are misconstruing autonomy. Therefore they are 
becoming diverted from our primary purpose by money, property, and prestige. 
We cannot reach the 9

th
, 10

th
, 11

th
, and 12

th
 Traditions without the 2

nd
, 4

th
, and 

6
th

 Traditions squarely in place. There is so much of our community that’s not 
hearing the N.A. message because our home groups aren’t taking responsibility 
for N.A. as such and therefore aren’t taking responsibility for N.A as a whole. 
Chris:  Thank you for being of service. 
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  N.A. Conventions and Functions 
Far and Near 

September 13
th

, 2008 
Central Presbyterian Church 
318 West Kentucky St. 

Hospitals & Institutions Learning Day: 
Noon till 8:00 p.m. 
Contact Cordelia B. – Chair – 889-8119 

  
September 19

th
 ς 21

st
, 2008 

Energy Lake Campground 
http://www.lbl.org/VCLouisvill
e.html 

Western Kentucky Area - άCǊŜŜŘƻƳ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢ƘŜ [ŀƪŜǎ ··LέΥ 
Bonfire meeting Friday at dark, Speakers Sat. and Sun nights, 
Workshops all day Sat., auction and raffles Sat. night, Dance Fri. and 
Sat. nights. NO pets except guide animals. Registration $25. For 
more info Contact: Wendell J. 270.705.0245 or Kevin R. 
270.366.2966 

  
September 20

th
, 2008 

The Galt House,Suite (East) 
Tower, Segell Room 
140 North Fourth Street 
Louisville, KY 40202 

LACNA XIX Presents the Pre-Convention Speaker Jam: and 70's and 
80's Dance, Saturday, September 20, 2008, fellowship at 2:00p.m., 
Speakers at 3:00 p.m., Dance at 8:00 p.m. Dance is $5.00. Out of 
Town Speakers, NA Merchandise Auction, 50/50 raffle, N.A. Jail, 
Best Dressed. Contacts: Crystal C. 502.836.1153, Regina T. 
502.712.0215, Cissina 502.618.7478 

  
Oct-Nov 31

st
 ς 2

nd
, 2008 

Ramada Conference Center of 
Lexington 
2143 N Broadway, Lexington, 
KY 40505 
(Exit 113 I-64 & I-75) 

BARCNA III:  
NA Dance, auction, workshops, main speaker meetings. NO Addict 
Turned Away! Pre-Register: before July 1

st
  - $15; $ 20 after. 

Chairperson . . Chery M.................859-223-4820 
Registration . . Bridgette T.............859-230-1733 
Reservations: 859-299-1261 
Speaker Requirements: Main Speaker = 5 Years Clean; Workshop = 3 
Years; Workshop Chair =  1 Year. Send tapes to BARCNA III, P.O. Box 
1795, Lexington, KY 40588 ATTN of Programming Committee 
Rooms: $69.99 /night (Refer to BARCNA III) 
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quit using, lose the desire to 
use, and find a new way to 
live. 
 
 
 
 
Activities Sub-Committee: 
Needs your support: Every Sat. 
10a.m. Highland Methodist 
church, 1140 E. Cherokee 
Road. Contact Kathryn M. 889-
0235 
 
Schedule Correction: 
Home Sweet Home meets on 
Sun. at 7:30pm and not at 6pm 
 
New Location: 
Cool Changes has moved to 
Interlink Counseling – 8311 
Preston Hwy Lou, KY 40219 
 
New Meeting: 
The Next Right Thing group is 
meeting on Sat. from 6:30 – 8 
pm at 501 Pearl St. New 
Albany Token Club 
 
New Day: 
Another Chance Group has a 
new meeting day on Sat. at 12 
noon at the same location. 
 
Sub Committee Moved: 
H &I has Moved to 318 W. 
Kentucky St. in the Central 
Presbyterian Church. Still 3

rd
 

Wed. every month, still 6:30p 
– 7:30p 
 
Needs Support: 
Acceptance – Mon. 8p-9p CST 
1370 Hwy 79 North Irvington, 
KY 40146 ‘Acceptance Place’ 
Alone No More – Wed. 11a-12 
CST ‘McDaniels Community 
Center’ 10762 S. Hwy259 
McDaniels, KY 40152 
Return To Reality – Fri. 7p-8p 
CST. ‘County Annex’ 111 W 2

nd
 

St. Hardinsburg, KY 40143 
 
Change: 
Recovery today has moved to 
a new location, 4100 Beargrass 
Christian church, no affiliation, 
which is at the corner of 
Brown's lane & Shelbyville rd., 
inside room 201 upstairs. 

H & I 
2008 Calendar 

318 West Kentucky St. – ‘Central Pres. Church’ @ 6:30 p.m. 

Jan. 16th Feb. 20th March 19th 

April 16th May 21st June 18th 

July 16th Aug. 20th Sept. 17th 

Oct. 15th Nov. 19th Dec. 17th 

Get Involved! Good way to start service. 
²ƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¸h¦Η LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻǊ ǎƘǳǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 

to one. Contact Cordelia or Heather 
Chair – Cordelia B - 889-8119 

Secretary - Heather W. – 365-0246 
Panel Coordinator – Lee Z. – 558-2266  

Roger B. August 2
nd

 2 Years Home Sweet Home 

Bob E. August 7
th

 12 Years Take It Easy 

Rhonda A. August 10
th

 1 Year Walking & Talking Recovery 

Jenifer August 11
th

 26 Years Dope or us 

Roz D. August 13
th

 21 Years Unity of Hope 

David M. August 13
th

 7 Years Caring Through Sharing 

Wayne G. August 15
th

 21 Years Highland Peace 

Shawn M. August 15
th

 1 Year Give It Up 

 

Cleaniversaries 
If you would like your Cleaniversary listed here:  Contact us by phone - Contact us by email - Submit by GSR at ASC 

Meeting - Submit by home group report at ASC: We list this month’s Cleaniversaries as well as the last 15 days of 

the previous month and the first 15 days of the next month. 

We apologize for any Cleaniversary that we forget, or misprint! 

http://www.lbl.org/VCLouisville.html
http://www.lbl.org/VCLouisville.html
http://www.nalouisville.com/Outside_Conventions/BARCNA/BRIDGETTE.pdf
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___ THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER!! ___ 

YOUR SUBMISSIONS MAKE IT HAPPEN!! 

When submitting, please remember space can be limited and submissions should be sent in by  

____ September 26th ____ 
You can email submissions to  newsletter@NAlouisville.org  or call and we will make arrangements 

to pick it up. Any addict with a day clean and some willingness can contribute! 

§OCTOBERS TOPIC OF THE MONTH§ 

Ȱ/ÕÒ 2ÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ 3ÐÅÁËÓ &ÏÒ )ÔÓÅÌÆȰ 

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent, and should not be 

attributed to, the Newsletter Subcommittee or Narcotics Anonymous as a whole. 

 

Contact the Newsletter 

Subcommittee: 
IN PERSON/BY PHONE  

 Nathaniel R. 502-296-4974 

 Mike C. 502-772-3336 

 

Our Subcommittee meets every 

Call Nathaniel for meeting time 

and place. 

EMAIL  

newsletter@NAlouisville.org 

 

7ÅȭÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÂȦ  

See us at www.nalouisville.org  

Download Your Favorite Issues  

Just go to  

(menu bar) N.A. Louisville > 

Subcommittees > 

Newsletter 

and click on 

Ȱ#ÁÒÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅȱ 

 

 

ASC MEETING  

The First Sunday of Every 

Month At 3pm  

1722 Bardstown Road  

 

 

 

    

Paul R. August 16
th

 1 Year Another Chance 

Mike S. August 18
th

 7 Years The NA Meeting 

Jay C. August 19
th

 1 Year Another Chance Rhonda H. April 15
th

 8 Years We Too Recover 

Rain A. August 19
th

 21 Years Womenspirit Tommy April 15
th

 1 Year Take it Easy 

Paul H. August 21
st

 1 Year Day By Day Cheryl R. April 19
th

 2 Years AGAPE 

Charlie R. August 22
nd

 21 Years Highland Peace Melissa April 19
th

 2 Years Take it Easy 

Shay H. August 25
th

 6 Years Why Are We Here Renee April 19
th

 11 Years Take it Easy 

Scott C. August 26
th

 1 Year We Too Recover Lisa P. April 23
rd

 4 Years Step Up Group 

Robin Y. August 27
th

 2 Years Step Up Group Miriam W. April 24
th

 25 Years  

Staci C. August 29
th

 12 Years Miracle On 32
nd

 Street Marty W. April 26
th

 18 Years Take it Easy 

Ben M. August 29
th

 1 Year Caring Through Sharing Pete B. April 26
th

 1 Year AGAPE 

Wayne G. August 29
th

 22 Years Highland Peace Keith S. April 28
th

 2 Years Why Are We Here 

Stacy C. September 1
st

 1 Year Another Chance Tom D. April 28
th

 23 Years Serenity Group 

Sue J. September 1
st

 15 Years Another Chance Paul H. April 29
th

 6 Years Sweet Surrender 

Angela N. September 2
nd

 3 Years Another Chance Chris W. April 30
th

 8 Years Steppin’ to Freedom 

Shawneequa B. September 2
nd

 7 Years Gratefully Dedicated Erin May 7
th

 8 Years Steppin’ to Freedom 

Barbara K. September 3
rd

 3 Years Step Up Group Group May 10
th

 13 Years Standing for Something 

Eudora D. September 4
th

 13 Years Gratefully Dedicated Marsha J. May 12
th

 4 Years Why Are We Here 

Harvey H. September 5
th

 6 Years Out of Control Marla C. May 13
th

 3 Years We Too Recover 

Laura B. September 8
th

 1 Year Dope or Us Monica D. May 13
th

 16 Years Gratefully Dedicated 

Robin B. September 8
th

 1 Year Dope or Us Gayle S. May 14
th

 10 Years Step Up Group 

Dee B. September 11
th

 1 Year Old School Recovery Marion C. May 14
th

 2 Years Unity of Hope 
Larry K. September 12

th
 1 Year Take It Easy Patrick M. May 17

th
 3 Years AGAPE 

Ronda P. September 12
th

 8 Years Out of Control Jeff K. May 19
th

 3 Years The NA Meeting 
Andy P. September 15

th
 3 Years AGAPE Kasondra L. May 19

th
 1 Year Why Are We Here 

Charlie R. September 17
th

 20 Years Highland Peace Sherrell J. May 20
th

 3 Years Gratefully Dedicated 
Justin L. September 17

th
 1 Year Another Chance Vanessa N. May 21

st
 12 Years Unity of Hope 

Micha S. September 17
th

 1 Year Another Chance Louise B. May 26
th

 12 Years Restored to Sanity 
Hurchel P. September 19

th
 3 Years The Stopping Point Kurt J. May 27

th
 6 Years We Too Recover 

Patricia P. September 19
th

 14 Years Out of Control Charolette C. May 28
th

 5 Years Unity of Hope 
Lara B. September 23

rd
 3 Years The Basic Meeting Rebecca S. June 2

nd
 1 Year Why Are We Here 

Yolanda S. September 23
rd

 12 Years Miracle on 22
nd

 St. Shelly June 6
th

 1 Year Take it Easy 
Bob S. September 24

th
 5 Years Miracle on 22

nd
 St. 

John M. September 24
th

 4 Years Old School Recovery 
Maxine C. September 24

th
 20 Years Day By Day 

Tony C. September 26
th

 10 Years The Stopping Point 
Donna F. September 27

th
 4 Years Reach for Recovery 

Elaine T. September 27
th

 5 Years Another Chance 
Lori W. September 27

th
 1 Year Another Chance 

Arron K. October 3
rd

 22 Years The Stopping Point 

 

Cleaniversaries 
If you would like your Cleaniversary listed here:  Contact us by phone - Contact us by email - Submit by GSR at ASC Meeting - 

Submit by home group report at ASC: We list this month’s Cleaniversaries as well as the last 15 days of the previous month 

and the first 15 days of the next month. 

We apologize for any Cleaniversary that we forget, or misprint! 

mailto:%20newsletter@NAlouisville.org
mailto:newsletter@NAlouisville.org

